
Dear Readers, 
 
First of all I want to thank the entire C-A Circuit 

Staff for a wonderful two years and especially Mr. Dial, 
Mrs. Kearney and Ms. Brook for giving me the chance to 
be the Editor-in-Chief of this publication.  

These past two years sure have flown by. It seems 
like yesterday that I first received the honor of being the 
Editor-in-Chief of our newly established C-A Circuit. 
Well, now it’s the end of my senior year, and I am saying 
farewell to all  of those I am leaving behind but not with-
out giving some advice to all of the underclassmen. 
Freshmen: work hard these next three years because it’ll 
be over before you know it! You only have one chance in 
high school to “make it count,” and I know it sounds lame but it will pay off when you 
go to apply for college. I also suggest you respect those around you because you’ll 
never know who will be your boss someday in the real world. Sophomores: you need 
to step up and start studying for those SATs and ACTs. They may seem like just an-
other test but colleges do look at them and I would also start planning Prom 2011 be-
cause you are going to want to top the juniors, haha. Oh, and if you haven’t kicked it 
into gear yet, and by that I mean doing homework and passing your classes, then I 
suggest you get a move on if you want to graduate. Last but not least, the juniors: en-
joy this summer and next year! Don’t take one minute for granted because before you 
know it you’ll only have 10 days left! You should also apply early to your colleges so 
you hear back sooner and have the time to make the right decision for you. Good luck 
in all you do, and most importantly, have fun!!!!! 
 
Regina Peterson 
Editor-in-Chief  
 
P.S. Now, I am passing the torch to Devin Wallace and he can enlighten you with his 
humor for the next two years! 
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By Devin Wallace 

C-A Circuit Sports Editor 
 

 Much of high-school life revolves around sports. Hours are spent working to improve your skills and to prepare for 
your next opponent. Stakes are high; one’s position on a sports team may represent one’s social status. It is natural that the 
aura of high-school sports takes on a life of its own and becomes a dominant force. Amid the preparation, the tension, and 
the hour or two when athletes leave it on the field, something is left behind. You won’t notice it during half-time or after the 
game, certainly not during the game-winning drive down the field. But if left unchecked, it could be a devastating blow not 
only for the team, but for the individual athlete involved. It is no secret that most sports are contact-related. Twenty or more 
players running around a field, all striving for the same goal, tends to increase the chance of injury. But how much attention is 
truly paid to these injuries? The question remains regarding the attitude towards injuries and the players that they affect. 

 It is estimated that over 300,000 sports-related traumatic 
head injuries occur annually in the United States for people be-
tween the ages of 15 to 24. Specifically, these are concussions. A 
helmet-to-helmet collision isn’t what the brain is hoping for. Con-
cussions are responsible, especially if sustained multiple times, for 
memory loss, psychiatric disorders, and depression. A brain isn’t 
meant to be rattled around time and time again.  

 There is a mixed attitude towards concussions at Cox-
sackie-Athens. Says one junior on the football team: “It isn’t some-
thing I worry about. I don’t know too many people who have gotten 
them…but it doesn’t seem good to have it happen.” A point raised 
is the lack of awareness about them. While players are informed 
about concussions, how they are sustained, and the effects, not 
many remember that when the score is tied and the clock is ticking 
down. Telling a coach that your head hurts won’t always garner the 
most compassionate response. A senior, who is a member of the 
Varsity football team, reported his troubles with coaches who didn’t 
take him seriously about his injuries. “It was a pretty close game. I 
got tackled and didn’t go down…right. I pointed to my head and 
told them (the coaches) that I was dizzy, but all they said was to 
shake it off. Luckily, it wasn’t anything serious, but what if it was?”  

 Of course, you can’t judge the attitude of all players and coaches based on a few responses. I spoke with High 
School Geometry teacher Mr. Danz, who is involved with the Modified Football team. He mentioned that “it is pretty easy to 
spot concussions, and when we see a player with symptoms, we take him out of the game.” However, it does show that a 
segment of the athletic population has encountered problems with injuries. While some said that they weren’t told enough, 
others remarked that while they were informed, it wasn’t taken as seriously. Many players view it as something that is said, 
but in reality, telling others does more harm than good. But the nature of players must be remembered. In a close match, 
would a player want to come out of the game, regardless of injury? It is impossible to tell exactly where faults lie. But one 
thing is certain: we, as a school and community, must be conscious of the reality of these violent injuries.  

 In sports such as football, when players careen across the field at high speeds with the intent of hitting each other 
harder than the opposition, injuries will occur. It isn’t something we should try to prevent; the sport would be nothing without 
the high-levels of intensity and passion. But that isn’t to say C-A shouldn’t try its hardest to help players detect these injuries, 
while providing a positive environment for coming forth with them.  
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by Alex Hanse 
C-A Circuit Staff Writer 

It’s been about a month since my last article, which discussed what 
I thought would happen with the iPad. Since then, both a WiFi only and a 
3G+WiFi model have been released. I can say, the iPad definitely lived up 
to the hype. With a multitude of new features and brand new hardware, the 
iPad sets the new standard for the tablet/slate category of computers. The 
iPad has faced tremendous success, with over a million sold in little less 
than a month. These sales surpass the iPhones tremendously, which took 
time to catch on. I think the success of the iPad has something to do with the rumors that have been in circulation 
for, oh, the past 5 years. People were so excited that Apple was ACTUALLY releasing a tablet that many bought it.  
Critical review was also mostly positive. The only problem specified was the iPad’s limited WiFi range. Apple fixed 
this with a software update, and no other major problems have surfaced since then. Another thing I want to bring up 
is the 3G model. Many people already have phone contracts, and don’t want another AT&T contract on their back. 
Thankfully, the data plan for the 3G is $29.99 a month, with no contract, and you can suspend service at any time 
you want to. I’ve covered most features so far. I personally was disappointed at the lack of a webcam, which would 
have been a nice feature. I can’t personally name any other new features, so I think that’s it. Thanks for reading. 

!������"�#����$����%��&�����'(�
Compiled by the C-A Circuit Staff 

Perhaps you have noticed that the American flag in front of the high school often flies at half-staff. This is done whenever New York Gov. 
David Patterson orders it, often after the announcement of the death of a soldier from New York during fighting in Iraq or Afghanistan. Sometimes 
these soldiers are natives of the state and sometimes they are stationed on bases here, but with Memorial Day fast upon us, we should take a 
moment of reflection to remember their sacrifice. 

The following is a list of all the soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice and for whom the flag has flown at half-staff during the 2009-
2010 school year. 
May 24, 2010 — Army Lieutenant Colonel Thomas P. Belkofer and Lieutenant Colonel Paul R. Bartz, both stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
April 26, 2010 – Army Sergeant Jason Santora of Farmingville, N.Y. 
April 5, 2010 -- Marine Sergeant Frank World of Buffalo, N.Y. 
March 22, 2010 -- Army Specialist Robert Rieckhoff stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
March 11, 2010 -- Army Private First Class Jason Kropat of White Lake, N.Y. 
March 8, 2010 -- Army Specialist Alan Dikcis of Niagara Falls, N.Y. 
January 28, 2010 -- Marine Lance Corporal Zachary Smith of Hornell, N.Y. 
January 26, 2010 – Army Private First Class Gifford Hurt of Yonkers, N.Y. 
December 28, 2009 -- Army Specialist Jason Johnston of Albion, N.Y. 
December 15, 2009 – Army Staff Sergeant Dennis Hansen stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
December 1, 2009 – Army  Private 1st Class Michael Rogers stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
November 9, 2009 – Army Staff Sergeant Amy C. Tirador of Albany, N.Y. 
November 4, 2009 – Army Staff Sergeant Keith Bishop of Medford, N.Y. 
October 29, 2009 – Marine Captain Eric A. Jones from Westchester, N.Y. 
October 20, 2009 -- Army Private First Class Daniel J. Rivera from Rochester, N.Y. 
October 9, 2009 -- Army Specialist Kevin Hill of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
October 6, 2009 – Army Sergeant Aaron Smith stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
October 1, 2009 – Marine Lance Corporal John Malone of Yonkers, N.Y. 
September 21, 2009 – Army Private First Class Jeremiah Monroe of Niskayuna and Brant Lake, N.Y. 
September 15, 2009 – Army Staff Sergeant Nekl B. Allen of Rochester, N.Y. and Specialist Daniel L, Cox stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
September 10, 2009 – Army Specialist Abraham Wheeler III stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
September 8, 2009 – Army Sergeant Darby T. Morin stationed at Fort Drum, N.Y. 
(Source: http://www.state.ny.us/governor/press/index.html). 
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By Jocelyn Gao 

C-A Circuit Staff Writer 
 

Global warming is obviously 
a big deal. It’s going to affect 
everyone and everything on the 
planet Earth, the environment 
and the living things on it. But 
exactly how is it going to affect 
our health? One way is rising 
temperatures with rainfall could 
result in larger mosquito popu-
lations in tropical and elevated 
areas. This could lead to a rise 
in malaria and deaths because 
of it. Another way is stronger 
and longer heat waves that 
have contributed to the increase 
of deaths globally due to heat 
strokes. Climate change has 
resulted in at least 150,000 
deaths a year. This number has 
been predicted to double by 
2030. 

 
Even the air will be af-

fected. Not taking in industrial 
pollution but simply rising tem-
peratures will increase the 
ground-level ozone, which is a 
major component in smog. 

There have been many studies 
that show higher ozone levels 
contribute to death rates from 
heart and lung ailments. Other 
bad news includes higher carbon 
dioxide levels. The increase will 

result in 
growth of 
weeds/
plants pro-
ducing 
pollen 
such as 
ragweed. 
This 
means 

more allergies and irritated si-
nuses. Researchers also predict 
there will be increased develop-
ment of respiratory diseases 
everywhere. 

 
Floods are also something to 

look out for. Thirteen out of the 
twenty largest cities in the world 
are at sea level. Those people 
and the city’s infrastructure will 
be at a major risk of floods. 
(Think of how many floods have 
been occurring the past few 
years). Not to mention water 

quality will affected too. There 
are over 700 U.S. cities that 
have sewer systems that during 
big rainstorms overflow into the 
water supplies for the general 
population. (Think of Cox-
sackie’s water and how it looks 
during heavy rainfall — it’ll look 
the picture of sanitary compared 
to their water). Oceans will also 
become warmer due to global 
warming. Studies have shown 
that higher temperatures in the 
ocean lead to more cholera out-
breaks. 
 Everyone will be af-
fected by global warming. It’s 
changing the world around us 
and our health. It’s important to 
know these problems that will be 
prevalent in the upcoming years 
and generations. Go to http://
www.time.com/time/magazine/
article/0,9171,1177002,00.html to 
learn more. �

The Greene County Council of the Arts at 398 Main St. in Catskill is once again hosting 
“Outside the Lines,” a regional art show for local students.  Thirty-three Coxsackie-Athens High 
School students will be exhibiting 34 pieces of art at this show.   The show will be on exhibition 
until the second week in June.   If you are in the neighborhood, please stop by! 
   
Following is the list of exhibiting students from the Drawing and Painting, Photo, and Advanced 
Art classes:  Adam Ward, Jenna McCormick, Hattie McLean, Hannah Capra, Terry Weaver, 
Fabian Baretto, Kaylen Dayter, Emily Dayter, Jasmine Sablan, Jenna Lang, Sadie Saccoccie, 
Laura St. Denis, Lyndsey Suozzi, Cody Stiteler , Joe Brunner, Ariana Bergerson, Cierra Al-
bright, Shelby Surrano, Mandi Deluccy, Jeff Hoessle, Elizabeth Kissam, Camille Scully, Dan-
ielle Chiudina, Nicole Palmateer, Danielle Scully, Alison Brockett, Dylan Deyo, Alexandra Dif-
fley, Alexa Collesides, Stephanie Carter, Kathleen Mentzer, Andrew Baker, and Rachel Hal-
lock. 
Editor’s Note : Thank you to Ms. Finneran for providing this information. 
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By Devin Wallace 
C-A Circuit Sports Editor 

 Against the torrent of corporate lies and censorship, where the mood of a CEO dictates what is then known as the 
“truth,” one bastion of freedom stood against it all. Relatively free from the agendas and scheming of traditional media, the inter-
net was the last stronghold against those destructive forces. However, it seems as though the citadel of liberty may have fallen, 
lost to the clutches of sinister forces.  
 Recently, a federal court ruled against the decision of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) which had or-
dered Comcast, one of the largest Internet Service Providers (ISP), to lift limits on certain types of internet data. The federal court 
ruled that the FCC overstepped its authority in ordering Comcast to stick to what is called “’net neutrality.”  
 To keep the background simple, Comcast had first decided to limit user access to BitTorrent, a file-sharing service, 
claiming that it used too much data and slowed down the whole system. Users of the site cried that it was discriminatory to limit 
their access to the site, and not that of others who visited equally large data-transmitted sites. The FCC sided with users and 
ordered Comcast to stop the restrictions.  
 Although Comcast officially stated that it will not resume the limits on internet traffic right away, the decision has eerie 
consequences. Giving the control of internet access to large corporations, who have vested interests in almost any type of issue 
or conflict, paves the way for biased restrictions. Just as corporate media restricted access to news that wouldn’t benefit them 
(such as G.E. barring anti-war coverage of the Iraq war, as they make military weapons), ISPs wouldn’t hesitate to restrict access 
to sites that would cause them to lose out on revenue. Should billion-dollar companies be able to block access to the sites of their 
competition? Would users be able to reach certain sites that opposed the ISPs and argued for change? A corporation is led by 
individuals who, by nature of their livelihood, don’t look out for Joe the Plumber, Joe Six-pack, or Tom, Dick, and you can forget 
about Harry. Giving corporations the power to further increase their stranglehold on society and information in general harms 
every aspect of what I would like to call a “free society.”  

 
 
 
Pitching Rotation    
1. Catfish Hunter     
2. Red Ruffing 
3. Mel Stottlemyre     
4. Ron Guidry 
5. Mike Mussina 
             
Bullpen                 
LR – Andy Pettitte     
LR – Goose Gossage  
MR – Joe Page 
MR – Johnny Murphy 
SU – Sparky Lyle 
CL – Mariano Rivera     

 
The Starters  
1. SS – Derek Jeter 
2. 2B – Tony Lazzeri  
3. 1B – Don Mattingly 
4. C – Yogi Berra 
5. 3B – Graig Nettles       
6. LF – Dave Winfield                                   
7. CF – Mickey Mantle 
8. RF – Reggie Jackson 
9. DH – Hideki Matsui 
 
The Bench  
Bernie Williams      
Phil Rizzuto         
Willie Randolph 
Babe Ruth                                          
Lou Gehrig 
 
 

�""� ����0�)�1����1������$������
Compiled by C-A junior Michael Mittler 

Editor’s Note  – Everybody knows the New York Yankees have a long and storied history, including many All-Star and 
Hall of Fame players. Coxsackie-Athens junior Michael Mittler volunteered to assemble his take on the All-Time team 
for this famous franchise. Tell us what you think. Do you agree? Disagree? Submit your feedback to the Circuit. 
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By Devin Wallace 

C-A Circuit Sports Editor 
  
  
 Towering above the 
dusty South African landscape, 
the immaculate outer-shell of 
Moses Mabhida Stadium can be 
seen for miles. Located in Dur-
ham, South Africa, this marvel is 
one of the venues for the 2010 
FIFA World Cup. The foremost 
soccer competition pits national 
teams from around the world 
every four years. Last seen in 
Germany, South Africa became 
the first African nation chosen to 
host a World Cup. This event is 
historic in the progress of Africa; 
no one doubts that. However, 
many are failing to focus on the 
true cost of the Cup.  
 South Africa is a nation 
mired in racism and still recover-
ing from the pains of apartheid, 
the legal separation of races. Pro-
gress has been made, as affirma-
tive action programs have ad-
vanced a portion of black inhabi-
tants, but many still live in extreme 
poverty. Over 25% of the popula-
tion lives on less than U.S. $1.25 
a day. Half of the population is 
below the poverty line, with a dis-
proportionate number being black. 
Wealth is held by a minority of 
citizens. For many, there are few 
chances to escape the clutches of 
poverty.  

For an accurate portrait, 
one only needs to look to the 
scenes of the recent movie District 
Nine, where an alien race is put 
into “shanty towns” that are cut off 
from all adequate services. But 
the aliens aren’t the ones living in 
deplorable conditions that exist 
today. South Africans live here, 
almost all of them blacks who 
have no chance of improving their 
lives. Instead of traditional homes, 
shacks made of cardboard and 
discarded garbage create miles of 
slums. Clean water is hard to 
come by; adequate medical ser-

vices are a dream for many. South 
Africa is plagued with AIDS; over 
30% of pregnant women in South 
Africa are found to be HIV in-
fected, with one-fifth of the adult 
population being infected. 

Seeing the facts, one 
would believe that the South Afri-
can government would make the 
improvement of the lives of impov-
erished South Africans a top prior-
ity. But by looking at their deci-
sions regarding the World Cup, it 
is unlikely that it is even crosses 
their minds. The total cost is ex-
pected to be in the range of R13 
billion, which equals around 
$1,700,000,000 U.S. Almost two 
billion dollars. Per capita, the aver-
age income for a South African is 
around $6,000 U.S.  

Even those who attempt 
to make due with the little they 
have are being shafted. The mem-
bers of the Joe Slovo informal 
settlement, a community of more 
than 20,000 people, are threat-
ened with eviction. The reason: 
they are “an eyesore.” It is a trend 
of large public games. While the 
settlement is informal and there-
fore subject to removal, one must 
question the government’s deci-
sion in providing no alternatives. 
Buildings, many the only form of 
housing people have access to, 
are being turned into commercial 
complexes in preparation for the 
games. Mini-malls and vendor 
centers sprout up. However, there 
will not be any traditional South 
African vendors trying to scratch 
out a living on the street. Vendors 
are to be arrested if they do not 
comply with FIFA rules and regu-
lations regarding merchandise. 
Even the mere use of words 
“World Cup” and “2010” put some-
one at risk for arrest.  

Taking a look inside the 
stadium will show the drastic con-
trast between life inside the sta-
dium and life outside of its walls. 
Inside, sprinkler systems run 
hours a day keeping the grass in 

perfect condition. Millions of gal-
lons of water are showered upon 
the green grass. Electricity is 
hooked up for hundreds of vendor, 
training and locker rooms, and 
offices. The walls are built of the 
strongest materials; the stadiums 
will stand for years to come.  

Outside of the stadium 
yields a different picture. Children 
in rags play in the street; their par-
ents have gone for miles trying to 
bring home water. Inside of their 
homes, which are made out of 
nothing more than a few metal 
poles and some cardboard sheet-
ing, a lone pot of an unidentifiable 
vegetable sits on a broken stove, 
one of the few in the slum. A faulty 
lamp lights the single room, where 
a small child is having a cut exam-
ined. Medicine is hard to come by; 
much of the funds for the medicine 
have been allocated to the World 
Cup fund. People live in squalor 
with little to no chance of leaving it 
behind.  

One must question the 
priorities of the South African gov-
ernment. Should water be used for 
grass instead of children? Medical 
staff on hand for players instead of 
curable diseases ravaging the 
country? Concrete and steel being 
used for sporting masterpieces, 
while basic housing is almost im-
possible to be found?  

The World Cup is a mo-
mentous event for fans of soccer. 
Played in numerous nations, it can 
unite the peoples previously di-
vided by political borders. But one 
must look at the cost. Should peo-
ple die to see a ball being kicked 
back and forth? How many chil-
dren must go hungry in order to 
feed those who have the ability 
and wealth to see a game? Is one 
life worth more than another? 
These questions need to be an-
swered. If not, there is no hope for 
those left worse off by this event.  
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by Heather McNulty 
C-A Circuit Staff Writer 

 
I’ve heard a lot about how awe-

some Neil Gaiman is so I checked Inter-
world out of the library (also written by Mi-
chael Reaves). Around 10 p.m., I was 
about to go to bed when, out of curiosity, I 
half mindedly decided to begin Interworld. I 
finished it at 2 in the morning.  

Neil Gaiman and Michael Reaves 
take you on one crazy trip in the very fan-
tastical Interworld. It’s a combination of 
magic, science, physics, and imagination. 
Joey Harker walks into another dimension, 
complete with a slightly different carpet 
pattern in his hallway, a rule that states all 
cars must be a bright color, a mom with 
different glasses and an artificial arm, and 
what he himself would be if he were a girl. 

Joey is one version of the hundreds of 
versions of himself from other dimen-
sions that are Walkers, or able to navi-
gate between the different planes of 
the Altiverse, or that slice of Multiverse 
that contains all the myriad Earths; the 
Multiverse being, of course, the entire 
infinity of parallel universes and all the 
worlds therein. HEX and Binary, ar-
mies of magic and science, are trying 
to take control of the dimensions and 
the only way they can travel between 
them is to take the power from Walkers 
in two different but equally cruel ways. 
HEX tortures and boils Walkers down 
to their essence and Binary freezes 
them to negative 273°, hangs them 
from meat hooks and drains the en-
ergy out of them with wires and pipes. 

The organization made up of ‘Joeys’ 
throughout the Altiverse is called Inter-
World and they have vowed to defend 
and protect the Altiverse from those 
who would harm it or bend it to their 
will. Interworld is hard to wrap your 
mind around because of its mind bog-
gling eccentricities and the idea of it 
deeply fascinates me. With all the 
‘Joeys’ including Jo, Joe, Jakon, Jerzy, 
Josef, J/O, and Jai, it feels a lot like my 
J-curse. I praise Neil Gaiman and Mi-
chael Reaves for not giving up on this 
craziness because this insanity is the 
kind that needs to be shared. Inter-
world proves, once again, that possibili-
ties are endless. 

by Shelby McNeil 
C-A Circuit Staff Writer 

 

Mayday Parade, Sing It Loud, Sparks The Rescue  
Northern Lights 
Clifton Park, NY 
Sun, May 30, 7:00 PM 
 

Jordin Sparks, Kate Voegele, Days Difference  
Northern Lights 
Clifton Park, NY 
Fri, June 4, 7:00 PM 
 
Kings Of Leon  
SPAC 
Saratoga, NY 
Sun, June 6, 7:30 PM 
 
Sugerland  
SPAC 
Saratoga, NY 
Fri, June 11, 7:00 
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By J.R. Hammerer 
C-A Circuit Staff Writer 

 
Clash of the Titans turned out to be terrible (and my endorsement of it, written before the film’s opening but pub-

lished afterward, became a Dewey-beats-Truman collectable), and not a whole lot of movies turned out to be good that 
month; Kick-Ass being the exception proving the rule. But listen up, sportsfans- summer, with its popcorn flicks, rom-coms, 
family fare, and indie diamonds, is here! Here are thirty films for thought. 

 
15 TENTPOLES EVERYONE WILL TALK ABOUT…  
 

Toy Story 3- Tom Hanks, Tim Allen. Dir. Lee Unkrich. Honestly, who isn’t excited for this movie? Everyone but about 
three people loves the last two Toy Story films, and their gallery of characters (chief among them Hank’s Woody 
and Allen’s Buzz). In the long-in-development third film, the toys are donated to a day care center after Andy heads 
off to college. I’m putting my distrust of threequels on hold, because early feedback from test screenings was mas-
sively positive. It helps that this new plotline is in keeping thematically with the previous films. And besides, Pixar 
shows no sign of losing sight of quality; their last two films, WALL-E and Up, were masterpieces. With Joan 
Cusack, Don Rickles, Ned Beatty, R. Lee Ermey, Jodi Benson, Michael Keaton, and Timothy Dalton. (June 18) 

Iron Man 2- Robert Downey, Jr., Don Cheadle. Dir. Jon Favreau. After its predecessor blasted off with $585 million, a 
sequel was inevitable, and while the film didn’t quite live up to massive expectations, it had a triple-digit opening 
weekend. I’m predicting that this is going to keep on blasting away at the box office. Hey, if arguably worse films 
like the Transformers sequel can make a killing… With Gwyneth Paltrow, Scarlett Johansson, Sam Rockwell, Sam-
uel L. Jackson, John Slattery, and Garry Shandling. (Now Playing) 

The Twilight Saga: Eclipse- Kristen Stewart, Robert Pattinson. Dir. David Slade. *girls start screaming* Yep, Twilight 
fever is rising up again, as the third installment in the gothic romance series hits theaters. *screaming continues* 
For the twelve people on the planet who aren’t already aware, a slate of vampire killings begin to hit Seattle, but 
who cares when Bella (Stewart) has to choose between vamp Edward (Pattinson) *half the girls scream louder* 
and werewolf Jacob (Taylor Lautner). *the other half screams louder* If you’re wondering why it’ll be a hit 
*screaming, screaming, screaming* LOOK , VAMPIRES! *they all run away* Heh Heh. With Ashley Greene, Jack-
son Rathbone, and Bryce Dallas Howard. (July 2) 

Shrek Forever After- Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy. Dir. Mike Mitchell. Considering the declining quality of the sequels (2 
was all right, but 3 was just bad), it makes sense for this one to be the grand finale to the Shrek series, in which 
Myers’s titular ogre signs a deal with Rumpelstiltskin to have one day to feel like a real ogre again… only to be 
plunged in a Wonderful Life-style alternate timeline where he’s never been born. While I’m not having many expec-
tations as to how good it is, I’m hoping this allows for a happy ending for the franchise- and you must never under-
estimate kids’ power at the box office. With Cameron Diaz, Antonio Banderas, Julie Andrews, Justin Timberlake, 
Amy Poehler, Maya Rudolph, Amy Sedaris, Jon Hamm, John Krasinski, and John Lithgow. (May 21) 

Sex and the City 2- Sarah Jessica Parker, Kin Cattrall. Dir. Michael Patrick King. The girls from the acclaimed HBO tele-
vision series (Parker, Cattrall, Kristin Davis, and Cynthia Nixon) walked away with a serious amount of spending 
money ($415 million) last time they hit the megaplexes, and this sequel, which ranges from New York to a vacation 
in the Middle East is continuing their escapades. Considering that advance ticket sales have already sold out, I’ll 
bet my savings account that this is going to be one huge movie. (May 28) 

Inception- Leonardo DiCaprio, Ken Watanabe. Dir. Christopher Nolan. The auteur who made The Dark Knight teams 
with a fresh off of Shutter Island DiCaprio for this eerie mind-bender in which DiCaprio and a bunch of other thieves 
who can enter the mind to steal ideas plan one last job where they’ll instead plant one (the Inception of the title) 
only to run into some difficulties in the fellow’s sub consciousness. Details about the film are being guarded like 
stolen treasure, but the intriguing premise and the twisted trailer are promising, and there’s a reason I always ex-
pect the best from DiCaprio and Nolan- they always deliver. With Joseph Gordon-Levitt, Marion Cotillard, Ellen 
Page, Cillian Murphy, Tom Berenger, and Michael Caine. (July 16) 

The Last Airbender- Noah Ringer, Nicola Peltz. Dir. M. Night Shyamalan. The latest family fantasy flick (and the first in a 
planned trilogy), loosely based on the first season of the acclaimed Nickelodeon TV series Avatar: The Last Air-
bender (they dropped the first part of the title because of James Cameron). While I’m tempted to loop this with 
recent failures such as The Golden Compass, I’m holding out for one reason- the radically-chosen director (The 
Sixth Sense) who seems to be finally attempting to prove he can do more than twist endings. And hey, there’s al-
ways the show’s fan base to consider. At least it won’t end with Bruce Willis finding out he’s #####. With Dev Patel, 
Jackson Rathbone, and Shaun Toub. (July 2) 

The A-Team- Liam Neeson, Bradley Cooper. Dir. Joe Carnahan. The current trend for reboots and origin stories contin-
ues with this adaptation of the cult 80s series, which tracks down Hannibal, Faceman, B.A., and Murdock (Neeson, 
Cooper, Quinton “Rampage” Jackson, and District 9’s Sharlto Copley, respectively) as they get arrested for that 
crime they did not commit and promptly go on the run as soldiers of fortune. While there is a huge potential for error 
when adapting shows (see The Avengers… or rather don’t) this benefits from a smartly chosen director (Narc, 
Smokin’ Aces), a great cast, and what looks from the trailer to be a great mix of homage and update. I love it when 
a film comes together. With Jessica Biel and Patrick Wilson. (June 11) 
Prince of Persia: The Sands of Time- Jake Gyllenhaal, Gemma Arterton. Dir. Mike Newell. Disney’s next bid  
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Pirates-esque historical fantasy franchise is a videogame adaptation (hey, Pirates was based on a theme-park ride) in which Gyllenhaal’s royal 
has to go after the titular object with the help of a princess (Quantum of Solace’s scene-stealing Arterton) before it can be unleashed on 
the kingdom by a villainous nobleman (Ben Kingsley, naturally). While I’m questioning the wisdom of crafting an heir to Pirates when a 
fourth movie in that series is forthcoming, I’ll be even less quick to claim that this will be a worthy successor. But that doesn’t mean it won’t 
rake in. With Alfred Molina. (May 28) 

Robin Hood- Russell Crowe, Cate Blanchett. Dir. Ridley Scott. I was hoping for something that captured what made Gladiator so good, and 
while this collaboration between the actor and the director isn’t as good as that one, it still has enough medieval action and intrigue to be a 
reasonable success. With Mark Strong, William Hurt, Danny Huston, and Max von Sydow. (Now Playing) 

Salt- Angelina Jolie, Liev Schreiber. Dir Phillip Noyce. At a time when everything in Hollywood seems a sequel/remake/reboot/rip-off to some-
thing else (of the ten films above, only Inception was an original idea) thank God someone still believes in originality. Then again, this is a 
fairly generic movie of a CIA agent (Jolie) trying to clear her name after being accused of being a sleeper spy. But hey- it offers the chance 
to see Jolie kick ass, and that makes money (see Wanted). With Chiwetel Ejiofer. (July 23) 

Knight & Day- Tom Cruise, Cameron Diaz. Dir. James Mangold. Both Cruise and Diaz are attempting comebacks for this action comedy in 
which Cruise’s agent pulls Diaz (whom he met on a blind date) into a crazy chase to protect a powerful energy source from (what else?) 
very bad guys. It won’t be a huge movie, but where do I get tickets? With Maggie Grace, Peter Sarsgaard, Paul Dano, and Viola Davis. 
(June 25) 

Eat, Pray, Love- Julia Roberts, Javier Bardem. Dir. Ryan Murphy. Elizabeth Gilbert’s bestselling globe-trotting memoir, with its huge female fan 
base, arrives on screen, with Roberts playing the soul-searching writer. In a season that is normally littered with explosion fests, this is 
perfect counterprogramming. With Billy Crudup, Richard Jenkins, Viola Davis, and James Franco. (August 13) 

Grown Ups- Adam Sandler, Kevin James. Dir. Dennis Dugan. Sandler’s near-constant box office success will most likely continue with this film, 
in which he and four of his best friends from junior high (James, Chris Rock, David Spade, and Rob Schneider) decide to have their fami-
lies spend the Fourth of July weekend together. Comic chaos ensues. With Salma Hayek, Maria Bello, Jamie Chung, Maya Rudolph, and 
Steve Buscemi. (June 25) 

MacGruber- Will Forte, Kristen Wiig. Dir. Jorma Taccone. The latest SNL skit-to-screen translation, centering on the titular special op (Forte) 
who assembles a team of experts to track down his nuke-stealing arch nemesis (Val Kilmer). It helps that it looks closer to Wayne’s World 
than It’s Pat. With Ryan Phillippe and Maya Rudolph. (May 21) 

 
…5 MORE THAT PROMISE QUALITY (REGARDLESS OF EARNING S)… 
 

Splice- Adrien Brody, Sarah Polley. Dir. Vincenzo Natali. Calling this film a modern day Frankenstein would be doing it a great disservice; it 
also splices drama and bizarre romance in with the horror genes. Although the human-animal hybrid created by Brody and Polley is un-
doubtedly dangerous, the film is hardly predictable monster fare- if it was, it wouldn’t have caused such a furious bidding war at Sundance. 
Don’t miss this one. (June 4) 

Scott Pilgrim vs. the World- Michael Cera, Mary Elizabeth Winstead. Dir. Edgar Wright. While Cera’s output has gone down the pan recently 
(Year One was all but prehistoric), this comedy is less a Superbad retread and is instead a film that promises subversive humor reminis-
cent of Fight Club as Cera’s garage-band rocker tries to win the girl of his dreams (Winstead)… and has to face off against seven evil, 
bizarre, and homicidal exes of hers. Relax, though- Wright (Shaun of the Dead) knows how to get a laugh. With Chris Evans, Anna Ken-
drick, Brandon Routh, and Jason Schwartzman. (August 13) 

Predators- Adrien Brody, Topher Grace. Dir. Nimrod Antal. More than twenty years after Schwarzenegger hunted down aliens in Central Amer-
ica, this reboot – which has Robert Rodriguez (Sin City) as a producer – continues the element of hunting in the jungle. Here’s the twist- 
our heroes are humans kidnapped by Predators to be prey in a game reserve on their planet. While I’m a little restrained from being too 
optimistic, the clever gambit and the involvement of genre master Rodriguez does give one reason to hope. With Danny Trejo and Laur-
ence Fishburne. (July 9) 

The Expendables- Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham. Dir. Sylvester Stallone. Leave it to Stallone to bring back old-school 80s action with all its 
brutal grittiness for this pastiche/homage, in which a group of hired guns (Stallone, Statham, Jet Li, Dolph Lundgren, Terry Crews, and 
Mickey Rourke among them) are dropped into a South American country to assassinate the despot in charge, only to run into a deadly 
(and bloody) game of deception. There are so many elements here that’ll please fans of 80s action – including one fight between Stallone 
and two other 80s action icons that’ll blow their minds (I hid the names of the two in this entire article). 

Dinner for Schmucks- Steve Carell, Paul Rudd. Dir. Jay Roach. Two funny guys and one funny director (Meet the Parents) team up for this 
comedy in which Rudd is a member of the corporate culture who plays a monthly game with his friends where each tries to find the big-
gest moron to bring to dinner. Rudd finds a gem in Carell (whose hobby involves creating replicas of famous paintings with taxidermied 
mice), but nothing goes the way Rudd thinks it will. But that way will involve lots and lots of laughter (but I did make a similar prediction for 
Year One, so…). With Zach Galifianakis. (July 23) 

 
…5 TO AVOID AT ALL COSTS…  
 

The Sorcerer’s Apprentice- Nicholas Cage, Jay Baruchel. Dir. Jon Turtletaub. An “adaptation” of the famous Mickey short where Baruchel’s 
physics major becomes the titular apprentice to a sorcerer (Cage, overacting again) to fight with the forces of darkness. Ripping off Harry 
Potter and Highlander to despicable levels, the makers (who created National Treasure, to boot) probably assumed that all the “special” 
effects would bring in the crowds, or that Nicholas Cage would do the job, since everyone goes to his action films (and regrets the wasted 
money). Seriously, who thought this was a good idea? With Alfred Molina and Monica Bellucci. (July 16) 

Cats and Dogs: The Revenge of Kitty Galore- Chris O’Donnell, Jack MacBrayer. Dir. Brad Peyon. This film is about cat and dog spies who try 
to outsmart the other side, only to team up when one crazy kitty (Bette Midler) sets her sights on world domination. Seriously. While it’s a 
sequel to a film that wasn’t too bad, the time for a sequel to that film has long passed- there’s a nine year gap, and don’t ask how long that 
is in dog years. And live action talking-animal films are mostly to be avoided. With Alec Baldwin, Tobey Maguire, Michael Clarke Duncan, 
Joe Pantoliano, Christina Applegate, James Marsden, and Roger Moore. (July 30) 
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by Michael Hartmann 

Special to the C-A Circuit 
Technology. It has been the milestone of our civilization for at least the last 50 years. As an executive of the 

Apple Company, I am here today to reveal to you our latest design for the highly popular iPod franchise. Please hold 
all questions until the end of the showcase. That means you in the back. 

As you know, we have been working diligently to release our next product in the iPod line. And we believe 
we may have a winner with this one. Now, bestow your eyes upon… the iPod Vanish! Making our products smaller 
and smaller has been something we have strived to achieve since we released our first iPod. And the iPod Vanish 
fulfills that like nothing before it. We have successfully created the first iPod that nobody can see or touch. It is ingen-
iously brilliant! I know what you’re thinking, “If you can’t see or feel it, how do we know it even works.” Simple, just 
equip the special headphones that come with the iPod Vanish, and BAM, you’re listening to whatever song pops into 
your head. Allow me to demonstrate. First, I put on these nifty apple headphones, and then I start jamming to the first 
song that pops into my head. Isn’t that simply amazing!? Right now our product is only in the 31st beta testing phase, 
but we plan to release it in a store near you by summer 2010. We haven’t quite decided on an adequate price for our 
best product to date, but after weighing how much it cost to make, and the profit we would need to make to keep our 
company at the top of the technological world, we believe an affordable $599.99 would be a good price. Now, when 
you see it in stores, you might have a difficult time finding it because you can’t see it or feel it, but that’s okay. We 
have personnel trained to be able to find the iPod Vanish. Just look for them near the customer service sections of the 
stores. Remember though, the Vanish only works with the special headphones that it comes equipped with, so if they 
break, you will need to buy new headphones from a store, which are running at approximately $39.99. I assure you 
this is a bargain deal. Considering how much it cost us to build this amazing product, we couldn’t sell it any cheaper 
even if we wanted to. You will never find anything else like this for such an affordable price. 

Now we will open the floor to questions about this product or any other Apple products for that matter. You 
sir, what’s your question? “Uh yes, I would just like to ask what other products the Apple Company will be working on 
it the future?” I’m glad you asked that. As a matter of fact, we have been working on a few other products. They are all 
still in the planning phase, but so far we plan to release an invisible keyboard, so that way children will be forced to 
type without looking at the keys. We are also currently working on a laptop that can fit into your shoes, for obvious 
reasons. If there are no other questions, me and the prototype Vanish are leaving now. Look for it in store, the sum-
mer of this year. 

caps melt due to global 
warming. After all, that cre-
ates more beachfront prop-
erty. And what‘s all this non-
sense about recycling. I’ve 
been using a garbage can 
for years and I see no good 
reason to change now. And 
those good for nothing know 
it all scientists on the TV talk-
ing about protecting “danger” 
species. Why should I care 
about something dangerous? 
And what about those losers 
with those sun reflection 
things on their roofs? If I had 
those installed I would be the 
laughingstock of the 
neighborhood. Conservation 
takes the cake though. Why 
do the rainforests have to be 

saved? If you’ve seen one 
tree you’ve seen them all. 
And could someone explain 
those curly light bulbs? What 
happened to good old fash-
ioned light bulbs like in 
George Washington’s day?  

 Environmen-
talists are dumb enough to 
say that the people can’t use 
the environment for what 
they want. Taking what you 
want is a founding principle 
of America. They try to tell us 
that destruction of nature is 
bad, as if that’s possible. If 
the great patriots of the past 
hadn’t done their duty, we 
would be up to our ears in 
dodo birds. 

by James Frauenberger 
C-A Circuit Staff Writer 

 
 As a decent, up-
standing, God-fearing citi-
zen of these United States I 
feel that it is my duty to 
speak out against a sinister 
and harmful movement that 
is poisoning this great na-
tion. The movement of 
which I speak is environ-
mentalism, a movement 
which could ruin the very 
fabric of the American way 
of life. 

Why should I care 
about the environment? 
After all, what has the envi-
ronment ever done for me? 
So what if the polar ice 
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By Luke Randazzo 
CA Circuit Staff Writer 

 Spring has arrived and the recent thawing has brought many announcements for the apparently active sum-
mer the videogame industry is going to have. There have been some huge announcements such as the recent leak of 
Gears of War 3 and the leak of the development of Call of Duty Black Ops. In the realm of sports games EA and 2K 
Sports are feverishly putting together their mid to late summer releases. Some of the major releases there are obvi-
ously Madden 11 (Congrats Drew Brees), NCAA Football 11 (Tim Tebow has already been given the cover). Plus fac-
tor in the Playstation Move system, Project Natal and the Wii going with a new black color and getting an HD hookup. 
Console rumors are abundant as it seems as though Microsoft is considering putting out an Xbox 360 Slim, which will 
spark a new generation of the console wars. The next Nintendo handheld is going to be the Nintendo 3DS, supporting 
3D technology without having to wear glasses. All of these possible releases will be confirmed at this year’s E3 
(Electronic Entertainment Expo) convention (this June). This seems to be one of the most active videogame years 
ever; be prepared for the unexpected. Plus expect to be utterly addicted to the two week Halo: Reach Beta. Here are 
the reviews for this month.  
Sony PSP go  
 Sony has now put out a response to the loud and 
annoying disk drive of the PSP 3000. Feast your eyes on the 
all new PSP go. Featuring the new smaller size and quiet 
game playing, this little system can easily support Bluetooth 
and have the ability to have a faster web browser. So how 
are you able to play games so quietly? Meet the first PSP 
with the ability to store games to the system hard drive with-
out having to carry around UMD’s. Now you just have to log 
onto the Playstation Store and download the games directly 
to your hard drive of the system. Be prepared to pay higher 
prices for the games at the Playstation store than in your 
local Gamestop.  
 
Rainbow 6 Vegas 2 (Xbox 360, Playstation 3) Rated: M 
 Like a mirror image of the first time we went to sin 
city, terrorists have now taken over many of the hotspots in 
Las Vegas (Snore). Don’t expect to find many surprises as 
the campaign lasts less than four hours and you’ll be so tired 
of entering and clearing rooms that the only thing you will 
really want to do is bang your head against your own room. 
The multiplayer is the only bright spot in the entire game as 
modes such as terrorist hunt and attack and defend provide 
the most fun. Provided that the game costs only $20 is probably the only reason that you will want to pick this one up. 
Once you beat the game prepare to send it to the back of your collection. 
Game play: 8.5; Story: 5.4; Graphics: 6.5; Uniqueness: 5.6; Multiplayer: 9.0; Capabilities: 4.0 
Total: 6.5/10.0 
NCAA Football 10 (PSP go/3000, Xbox 360, Playstation 3) 
 Get ready to hit the gridiron on Saturday as the next installment of NCAA Football has arrived. This is one of 
the most jam packed games I have ever played as the number of features presented is incredible. One of the best new 
features to this year’s installment is the addition of a mode called season showdown where you can earn points for 
whatever games you play in the game for your favorite school. This creates some online competition (Find me on the 
Ohio State leader board). Game play gives the best features of the game as it runs smooth and gives the tone that 
actual college football feels. Other modes such as road to glory and dynasty mode are a good addition to the mix. 
Don’t forget the expansive online game modes and you get quite the loaded game. The game does present a few 
problems. The features that are put into the Madden installment (which comes out a month after this game) are not 
present in this version, frequently making the game feel incomplete. All in all, if you like college football and the feel of 
run and gun offenses, make sure to pick up this game.  
Game play: 9.0; Story: 7.2; Graphics: 8.2; Uniqueness: 6.4; Multiplayer: 8.9; Capabilities: 9.4 
Total: 8.2/10.0  
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University of Phoenix Settles Suit Over 
Recruitment Practices 

Editor’s Note: Propublica.org is a public-interest investigative 
journalism website that allows other news outlets to reprint its 
stories. The following story appeared in December 2009. 
 
By Sharona Coutts and Robin Fields, ProPublica - December 16, 
2009 12:10 pm EDT 
 
 The University of Phoenix, the nation’s largest for-profit school, 
has agreed to pay the U.S. government $67.5 million to settle allegations 
concerning its compensation policies for recruiters. 
  
 The agreement wrapped up a dispute that began in 2003, when 
two former employees filed suit in the Eastern District of California, 
claiming the school illegally pressured enrollment officers and paid them 
largely according to how many students they signed up. 
 
 In a statement issued Monday, the university’s parent company, 
Apollo Group Inc., emphasized that the settlement did not acknowledge 
any wrongdoing or include an admission of liability. The company said 
that, under the terms of the deal, it has been released from further criminal 
or civil exposure related to the specified conduct. Under a separate agree-
ment, Apollo will pay the plaintiffs $11 million for attorneys’ fees.  
  
 Last month, we reported on ongoing issues with enrollment 
practices at Phoenix, which has more than 440,000 students and is the 
country’s single biggest recipient of federal student aid. Last year, the 
company received about $3.2 billion in public money, accounting for 86 
percent of its revenue, its financial filings show. 
 
 Students told us that Phoenix counselors used a variety of ques-
tionable tactics to reel them in, from pretending to befriend them to mis-
leading them about the transferability of credits. Former recruiters said 
they were instructed to suggest that federal grants would cover students’ 
costs, when that was uncertain. Phoenix’s president, Bill Pepicello, re-
sponded that the university did not train recruiters to use such approaches 
and did not condone them. 
 
 Apollo Group previously paid out $10 million to resolve allega-
tions of enrollment abuses made in 2004 by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation. 
 
 The new settlement "underscores the importance of protecting 
students from overzealous recruitment efforts," Arne Duncan, the U.S. 
secretary of education, said in an e-mailed statement. "Saddling students 
with debt they cannot afford is not a good outcome." 
 
 Apollo had reported in a regulatory filing that it had put aside 
about $80 million to cover the resolution of the whistleblower lawsuit. 
After the company announced the agreement Monday, its shares rose 
more than 9 percent to close at $62.06. 
 
Write to Sharona Coutts at sharona.coutts@propublica.org. 
 
Write to Robin Fields at robin.fields@propublica.org. 
 
Want to know more? Follow ProPublica on Facebook and Twitter, and 
get ProPublica headlines delivered by e-mail every day. 
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by Bryan McDonald 
Special to the C-A Circuit 

 
 As much of the conscious world knows, the economy is in a severe recession, people are out of jobs, the stock market is down, 
and business is failing. The American government is doing everything in their power to fix this problem, including billion-dollar bailouts for 
major corporations such as AIG, Fannie Mae, and General Motors. Many of these companies are being criticized for the way they used 
their bail-out money — for bonuses and many extravagant gifts. The American citizens have been asking, “Where is the bailout for the 
American people.” I think this is absurd! The inhabitants of this lofty nation are being selfish; why should the government give the money to 
the people who will just spend it on necessities? There are copious reasons why the CEO’s of these companies should receive this money 
that certainly outweigh the dim-witted general public’s contrived needs.  
 A fortune five hundred CEO’s lifestyle is very different from that of a commoner; he only surrounds himself with true commodities. 
Furthermore, it is not common sense that these magnets of fortune cannot continue to function unless they are able to enjoy these animal 
comforts. They need, not want, need a 100 thousand square-foot house with 12 bathrooms, a full basketball court, two pools, twelve cars, 
two private jets, a professional basketball team, and of course a team of servants that are on-call twenty-four hours. These are the nectar 
of life that the divine elite, without a doubt, need to function. So I ask you, how are these bigwigs literally going to live without this bailout? 
They need the money to keep living this lifestyle, and no one in their right mind would ask them to give up some of their luxuries; that would 
be absolutely ridiculous. Just think about reality T.V. What would happen to all the shows the public adores, like “Cribs”?  
 Now let’s dive into the large bonuses that some businesses gave out after receiving taxpayer money to help keep them out of 
bankruptcy. These actions were justified! The large corporations were only rewarding their top employees for being their affluent selves. 
Now how can anyone argue that? These companies were only striving to properly award these employees who had done such a magnifi-
cent job pulling the wool over the various inspector’s eyes, for years no less, and to do their part in upholding the legendary capitalist motto, 
“The rich get richer and the poor get poorer.” These corporations have done a great job of maintaining this dictum, so who can complain? 
Anyone who is rational and scholarly can see that the public is being egocentric in whining that they should somehow get some of this 
money to save their home, send their children to school, or buy food to keep the rickets are bay: really, who needs vitamin C anyway? I 
hear that Americans have the richest urine in the world so nutritious food is over-rated and the dollar menu is always expanding. I mean, 
really, think about other people’s well being once in a while. Can you imagine trying to live without a tummy tuck if you lived in the Hamp-
tons? It would be social suicide.  
 I am sure you have now come to see flaws in this position so I have a proposition that I think everyone will like. Instead of just 
giving a portion of these companies and their CEO’s to distribute as they like, I think we should give them all of our money. This will ensure 
that these VIPs will always be able to own four houses and at least one jet in every color. In fact, we won’t even need to pay taxes to the 
government anymore. Just have your employer make your checks out to AIG or any other fortune five hundred company. I know this may 
cause some financial trouble for your family, but let’s be real, your welfare and happiness is not nearly as important as that of a CEO.  

by Alexa Collesides 
C-A Circuit Staff Writer 

Dear Miss Teen Readers, 
 It gives me great pleasure to say I recently traveled throughout the nation only to discover the main  fundamentals of 
basic  teenage-girl survival. First and foremost, I introduce the very sufficient, the very original, Ugg boots. Made entirely out of 
dead sheep wool, these boots are sure to come in handy when you want to stand out from the crowd. As if that wasn’t enough, 
they are even manufactured in a variety of colors to coordinate with the ever-popular North Face fleece jacket. Typically coming 
in black, some teenagers find it audacious to purchase this fleece in brown or even white! Each jacket is made with a one-of-a-
kind mentality, your originality is guaranteed! You can wear this fashionable ensemble anywhere, anytime: at the mall with your 
friends, tanning, painting your nails, straightening your hair, or even when you’re out developing your individuality.  
 With my Ugg boots filled with confidence, I decided to ask a few younger girls their thoughts on the trendy combo. Ash-
ley Smith, a 17-year old girl from L.A., substituted her daily tanning  time for providing me with some answers that I have been 
looking for. I asked Ashley, “Why the fascination with Ugg boots?” Her answer baffled me; “I love wearing my Uggles. Especially 
with my North Face! They really make me, well, me. They are so, like, comfy and stuff! When it’s cold, I can always wear this 
outfit to school. No one wants to be chilly in 80 degree weather!” As if Ms. Smith’s commentary wasn’t evident enough to prove 
just how complimentary this fantastic combo can be, I decided to count how many girls at a local mall seemed to agree: 37 girls 
sported chestnut-colored Uggs as well as black North Face fleece, and 23 girls decided to stand out even MORE so by sporting 
the vivacious combo of black Uggs and a brown North Face fleece, and finally 12 girls decided to really stand out by wearing a 
combination of sweatpants, white North Faces, and brown Uggs. 
 As you can see, these young girls are obviously aware of the cultural diversity, in all aspects, occurring throughout our 
nation. They are cleverly aware of the rich opportunities that await them in the world. By sporting this ever-popular combo, these 
young women are stepping out into the world with a knowledgeable outlook on life, one Ugg at a time. 
 Yours Truly, Editor of Miss Teen  
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Beastly- Vanessa Hudgens, Alex Pettyfer. Dir. Daniel Barnz. A teen retelling of Beauty & the Beast. Or rather, an inept-looking Twilight 
rip-off that decided to get together the chick from High School Musical and the guy from Stormbreaker (a movie everyone forgot 
existed). Instant cash, right? No, I’m the one trying to make this article interesting, and writing about this movie is making me 
yawn. With Mary-Kate Olsen, Neil Patrick Harris, and Peter Krause. (July 30) 

Marmaduke- Owen Wilson, George Lopez. Dir. Tom Dey. Another talking-animal flick, about a fake-looking CG Great Dane (Owen 
Wilson) whose family moves to California. Chaos attempting to be comic will most likely ensue. This might be the only family film 
that could arouse terror; if I never see that ad that contains a bunch of fake-looking dogs dancing to Ke$ha again, it’ll be too soon. 
This looks even worse than Beverly Hills Chihuahua… and that is saying something. With Emma Stone, Christopher Mintz-Plasse, 
Sam Elliot, Steve Coogan, Fergie, Kiefer Sutherland, Marlon Wayans, William H. Macy. (June 4) 

Despicable Me- Steve Carell, Jason Segel. Dirs. Pierre Coffin, Chris Renaud. Hey, even Carell can’t do right all the time, apparently 
taking a big paycheck for the role of the animated #2 supervillian (playing the role with nothing more than a bad Shrek impersona-
tion) who plots to steal the moon with what look like anthropomorphic corn puffs. While he somehow gets custody of three kids. 
This whole thing sounds like a rip-off of November’s MegaMind, which has Will Ferrell being Will Ferrell, so save your money for 
the latter film. With Russell Brand, Julie Andrews, Will Arnett, Kristen Wiig, Miranda Cosgrove, Danny McBride, and Jack 
MacBrayer. (July 9) 

 
…AND 5 INDIES TO DRIVE LONG DISTANCES FOR. 
 

The Kids Are All Right- Annette Bening, Julianne Moore. Dir. Lisa Cholodenko. The breakout hit at Sundance, this dramedy centers on 
the kids (Mia Wasikowska and Josh Hutcherson) of a lesbian couple (Bening and Moore) who track down the sperm donor who 
gave them life (Mark Ruffalo). Comedy ensues. The buzz that this film got at its premiere resulted in Oscar buzz in January, so this 
could be the year’s Little Miss Sunshine. (July 9) 

Ondine- Colin Farrell, Alicja Bachleda-Curus. Dir. Neil Jordan. A dark, modern fairy tale about an Irish fisherman (Farrell) who discovers 
the mysterious titular woman (or mermaid?) in his net. It’s a fascinating idea (and one that evokes the memorable Roan Inish), so 
it should go well. With Stephen Rea. (June 4) 

Get Low- Robert Duvall, Bill Murray. Dir. Aaron Schneider. Another dark fable, this one about a mysterious (supernatural?) hermit 
(Duvall) who emerges from the woods demanding a living funeral. Equally fascinating premise and great cast holds this one up. 
With Lucas Black and Sissy Spacek. (June 30) 

Holy Rollers- Jesse Eisenberg, Justin Bartha. Dir. Kevin Asch. An indie drama about a Hasidic Jew (Zombieland’s Eisenberg) who is 
recruited by a neighbor into delivering ecstasy for a local Mob. Interesting- and potentially hilarious. (May 21) 

Babies- Dir. Thomas Balmes. A documentary that charts the first year of development for four babies across the globe. The adorable-
ness of this column just went up by fifty thousand points. All together now: awwhhh!!!! (Now Playing) 

 
Sadly, I won’t be here when you all come back in September to talk about them (I’ll be in film school learning an art and craft that I 

love), so this is the last you will hear from me. (I’m kicking around the idea of a Film Guru Blog, but don’t get your hopes up.) Farewell, good 
luck, and if you learn one thing from my column, please be open-minded in your movie watching. You never know what you might find. 

See you ‘round. 
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Enjoy the rest of the school year! 
Study Hard for Regents and  

 
HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!!!!! 

 
Best Wishes from  

The Coxsackie-Athens Circuit!!!! 






